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Deal aids
hard-hit
Bay-Delta

‘system
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SACRAMENTO L= tate and fed:
ersl officials Thursdsy unveiled .2
historic plan to restore water quality
and endangered fish populations to

thebattatedBayDelhaécosystem‘

qom e 3 relisble ‘gource of
A o A
found themseiw.a at- odds over how

. much water should be dedicated to

the environment, Gov. Wilson,
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt and
U.8. EPA administrator, Carol
Browner were on the same; page as
they outlined-the details: ufﬂm land-
mark agreement at the sw:e ‘Capitol.

Even environmentalists and
farmers cautiously hailed the plan
as one. they .could live with —
mainly because it removes the un-
certainty sxkuers,oxmdmgdu\en future
srater supp while 'defining envi-
fonmental standards thiat must be
met to boost fish populations.

“There's & definite improvernent

over the original proposal (put forth
by farming and urban agencies),”
said David Behar, executive director
bf'meBayIzwumte .

“In general, now thatiwe see it,
we had to swallow hard to sign this

. agreement,” said Behar, “but the

improvements in the shdrt run are
good -enough, and the consensus
was historic enough that we felt it
was worth signing . .

The Delts pravides critical habi-
tatsifor more than 100 species of
fish and acts as & mixing zone for
galt water from San Francisco Bay

snd freshwater from the San Joa- -

quin and Sacramento tivers.

But' years of freshwster dive:'-
Bions to supply farms and cities
have incressed salinity in critical
{ish rearing areas.

As 3 result, fish are forced up-
stream and' can get twapped at
pumping plants, and eggs die.

And the quality of water supplied
to customers whose water districts

take supplies; nearest the salty estu-
aneswasgomgfrombadtoworse
. »Under the landmark agreement,
and farmers will sscrifice 2
ﬁotalofabout 10- percent < or
;000 acre-feet — of water they
divert in & normal year to protect
endangmdﬁshspecluhttheﬂay

‘That will Wl
ﬁqnmﬁfigemaiﬁmdﬂy%ag.ﬂ

' Behar said he is concerned!
howmuchofﬁmllmmmﬂnbe

’n\oseusemhavea.lready d to

ﬂwxfarmetssawasakeymgm
dient, If a species requires mare
water, the federal government willi
have to provide it, not the wat&
- users.

‘‘Before the ESA was a black bon:
that could only be lodked at by
eries. And nobody could und
how they came out w‘ith their ‘hig
logical opinions .... Now, every?
one is privy to that infonnation"l
said, Stéphen Hall, .. executive ..
rector ‘of the Assoclation of ,;1
fornia Water Agencies. | /_1

e

But people have not been on th
same side of the fance for very long,
and there's atill adegree oflmcer-l
tainty on all sides. °

'I‘racywa.kmtmmu.rmnwd
cutbackdivemomﬁodoubé,gil} has been 2 longtime criﬁcthofenvi-
populations -as a result of.t - ronmentalists throughout the nego-
dangered Spfcies Act, and:iiien’t - “tiations bver Delts standarils. mi
cleat how tat ‘will £t 4n Wit £9, he'sgladtoseemekindoﬂ
qewBsy-Ddﬂsmndard&é;é agreementin place. -

~State drid*federal agendies;. as . t s’
mﬂasagrimltnreandubﬁ'nw&r' The best thing sboit_ i

users and . envxronméhtalxsts,
wortked furiolisly on thes isompro-
tmise plan. It is-the first titfie since
1978 that new. Bay-Delta aandards
havebeenappmved Coa

“The EPA wps forced by lawsum; )

to' devise standards to pmwct the
deterjorating ‘éstyary the
iféaet:qh;d failed.’ But
mdardsonceanewsmﬁlanw
appmvedearhrnextyear

To protect. the fish nursery of
Suisun Bay, ‘s’ salinity Limit of 2
puuperthousend tust be main:
mned&om&hnmry&umugb..!une

" To.accomplish that; three salinity
mesgurement stations will be in.
smncdincnﬁalmdngueasnear
Roe“ldand and Chipps Island in
Suisun Bay snd Collinsville Island
near ithe mouthoftheSaclmnento

vel,

To protect migaﬁng juvenile
fallqun chinook salmon from Apdil
tq June, temperature, -river flows,
d.wemlontaxesand channel diver-

sfons-will be controlled in the Sacra-

mento and San Joaquin rivers.

« Salinity standards on the lower
Ssn Joaquin Rivér have- also been
set 'to ensure upstream migration
and survival of eggs.

The plan is supposed to provide
enough protection for all endan-
gered species, and it includes s
commitment to refrain from listing
any other species as endangered for
the next three years, a compaonent
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agreemen); is thst ' we have an
agreement, and we've got to give it
fry,” he said. “In the end, we've al-
ways lookedtotlu:farmertosolve
California’s. 'water problems. t's
hazrd'to see that ever changing.”

Initially, the cutbacks wﬂLcome
from users thgft their water from
the state and federal water projects,
the majority of wham atve farmers.
Once the state gtandards are sp-
proved by the EPA next year, the
State Water Resources Control
Board will begin to apportion the
cutbacks to include local water
userssuchastheEastBayMunic-
ipal Utility District.

But the users say. it's an
agreementﬁwycaalivewﬁhtoen-

- sure reﬁable supplies.’

“From our perspective, it
udesamodestxmprovementtothe
quality of water we draw from the
Delta,” said Al Donner, director of

. Public information and Conserva-

tion for the Contra Costa Watar Dis.
trict. “We gre the last agency that
draws beforeitgoeé:o&seBay—
our intske is by Oakley, so we're
ﬁrstaﬁectedbysaltcommgm" "

As part of the accond,the!treuo-
politan Water Disttict agreed to
fund 810 million & year for the three
years of the agreement to help halt
other sources of fishery declines,
such 38 unscreensed pumps,

Tracy Bureau stqff writer Scott
Howard contributed to this re-
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